AFTER   EVEREST
ball and other games could be played, and gardening and ,
fruit-growing could provide employment and exercise for
the patients. Fortunately, we found that the London
Missionary Society had a fund, invested some years before,
of about two thousand pounds, ear-marked for Leper work.
This was an absolute godsend, and the greater part of it
has already been used to build and equip a new Leper
Home some two miles from Neyyoor. The ground was
purchased, the buildings planned, the basement began to
appear above ground, and then the trouble began.
First the people in the nearest village, headed by one,
Peter, who reckoned himself their leader, came along with a
petition that the Leper Home should not be built, as
being a danger to their village. As Peter was talking to
Mr. Harlow, our business manager, he lifted up his shirt to
scratch his chest; lo and behold—on his body was a
leprous patch ! Harlow lost no time in pointing this out to
the astonished villagers. The whole thing became a huge
joke, and Peter has ever since been under treatment for
leprosy as an out-patient. He is now one of our best
friends.
Then various landowners in the neighbourhood, fearing
that the proximity of a leper settlement would send down
the value of their property for building purposes, got to-
gether and proceeded to terrorize the country-folk who live
round about. te If this Leper Home is built, and lepers"
live in it, the whole district will be infected. The water
in the paddy-fields near by will teem with leprosy. The
town of Colachel, a mile away, will be unable to dip up
water from its wells without fear of infection. This Leper
Home must be stopped! " A mass meeting was called,
and I went to it with one of our medical men. We told
the assembled crowd that leprosy was not carried by water ;
that, so long as they kept lepers out of their homes, they
could not get leprosy; that we would dress the lepers
in distinctive clothes in order to safeguard the countryside,
and that there was no more danger of getting leprosy in
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